GOOD NEWS
Gandhiji was then glad to turn to a pleasing news.
He had received a nice letter from the Muslims from
Hoshangabad. There the Sikhs had invited the Muslims
on Guru Nanak's birthday and assured them that they
were friends and brothers. How he wished that the
Sikhs and Hindus in general would follow the lead!
Then they could wash out the ugly stains that tarnished
the fair name of India today.
COMMUNAL CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
Referring to the communal Chambers of Commerce,
Gandhiji said that he had a letter from the Marwadi
Chamber of Commerce, saying that though it had a
communal name, its membership was open to all. He had
asked them how many non-Marwadis they had on the
rolls. The European and Muslim Chambers also might
make the same claim. The claim could not be sustained
by having a few other members for the sake of form.
Why should there be separate Chambers if there was
no communal spirit behind? There was much to learn
from the Europeans if they would stay as Indians and
work for the good of India. Some of them were expert
businessmen. They could give their talents to India in
the spirit of service. There was no use for exploiters.
The letter and the report from the Marwadi Cham-
ber of Commerce were in English. English was all right
in its own place. But at hurt him to see it usurp the
place that did not belong to it. As an Indian he felt
ashamed that anybody should think that he knew more
English than his 'own language. It was utterly useless
to send him a letter in English when the writer knew
Hindustani. The English report could be justified only
on the assumption that the Marwadi Chamber had an
230